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ANNCR: 

ARAB FOREIGN MINISTERS OPFNED TALKS IN BAGHDAD MONDAY 
IN PREPARATION FOR A SUMMIT CONFFRENCF CALLED BY IRAQ TO 
CHART A JOINT PLAN OF ACTION TO OPPOSF THF CAMP DAVID 
FRAMEWORK FOR PEACE IN THF MIDOLE FAST, VOA'S DOUGLAS 
ROBERTS HAS A BACKGROUND REPORT, 

VOICE: 

WHEN IRAQ PROPOSFD THE SUMMIT AT THF END OF SFPTEMBER, 
FFW OBSERVERS BELIFVED THF MFFTING WOULD ACTUALLY BF HELD. 
TRAQ'S RADICAL LEADFRS HAD BFFN UNABLF OR UNWILLING TO JOIN 
FORCES WITH OTHER HARD-LINF ARAB STATES, LFT ALONF RFACH 
AN UNDERSTANDING WITH THF MORF MODERATE GOVERNMFNTS, 

BUT A HOST OF IRAQI ENVOYS TOURED ARAB CAPITALS REPORTEDLY 
URGING PARTICIPATION IN THF SUMMIT, AND AT THE SAMF TIME, 
BAGHDAD BFGAN EFFORTS TO END A LONG, BITTFR AND SOMFTIMES 
BLOODY FEUD WITH NEIGHBORING SYRIA, LFADFR OF THF ARAB FRONT 
OPPOSED TO EGYPTIAN PEACE MOVES, THOSF EFFORTS CULMINATED 
WITH THF APPARENTLY SUCCESSFUL OUTCOMF OF LAST WEEK'S 
MEETING BFTWFEN THE IRAQI AND SYRIAN PRESIDENTS, THEN CAME THE 
NEWS THAT SAUDI ARABIA AND ITS OIL=RICH GULF ALLIFS HAD ALSO 
AGRFED TO ATTEND THF BAGHDAD SUMMIT, 

THE FOREIGN MINISTERS BFGAN MONDAY TO DRAFT RESOLUTIONS 
AND AN AGENDA FOR THF HFADS OF STATF WHO ARF DUE TO MFFT ON 
THURSDAY. ABU IYAD, A LEADING FIGURE IN THE PALESTINE LIBFRATION 
ORGANIZATION, SET FORTH SOMF BASIC GOALS FOR THE SUMMIT IN A 
BEIRUT MAGAZINE INTERVIEW PUBLISHFD MONDAY, GOALS THAT SFEM TO 


BE IN LINE WITH POLICIES OUTLINED BY HARD-LINE ARAB GOVERNMENTS, 
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THE P.L.O. OFFICIAL SAID THE SUMMIT SHOULD REJECT THF CAMP 
DAVID AGREEMENTS AND TAKF A CLFAR-CUT POSITION AGAINST 

EGYPT'S PRESIDENT ANWAR SADAT, THF ONE ARAB LFADFR WHO WILL NOT 
BF ATTENDING THE BAGHDAD CONFFRFNCF, 

ARAB REACTION TO THE CAMP DAVID ACCORDS HAS FALLEN INTO 
SEVERAL CATEGORIES, HARD-LINF GOVERNMENTS HAVE TOTALLY RFUFCTED 
THEM; TWO ARAB STATES == SUDAN AND OMAN -- HAVE PUBLICLY SUPPORTED 
THE AGREEMENTS; JORDAN, SAUDI ARABIA AND OTHFR GULF STATES HAVF 
EXPRESSED RESERVATIONS ABOUT THF ACCORDS, BUT HAVE ALSO PRAISED 
AMERICAN EFFORTS FOR PFACF AND PLEDGED THEMSFLVFS TO A 
CONTINUING DIALOGUF AIMFD AT A COMPREHENSIVE SFTTLEMENT OF THF 
ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT, 

VIRTUALLY, ALL MODFRATE ARAB GOVERNMENTS HAVF MADE ONE 
THING VERY CLEAR -- THFY WILL NOT CONDONF ANY MOVFS AT THE BAGHDAD 
SUMMIT DESIGNED TO ISOLATE EGYPT OR OSTRACIZF PRESIDENT SADAT. 

BUT IRAQ, SYRIA, AND OTHERS IN THE HARD=-LINF FRONT HAVE ALRFADY 
BRANDED THF EGYPTIAN LEADER A TRAITOR TO THF ARAB CAUSE. 

WITH THESE DIFFFRENCFS IN MIND, SOME OBSFRVFRS FORESFE STORMY 
DEBATE AT THF MFETING IN THF IRAQT CAPITAL. MANY EGYPTIAN 
ANALYSTS ARE PREDICTABLY DECLARING THAT THE SUMMIT IS DOOMED 
TO FAILURF, JUST WHAT WILL EMERGF FROM THE TALKS IN BAGHDAD'S 
PALACF OF PEACE REMAINS TO BF SFFN. VIRTUALLY ALL CONCERNED 
HAVE STRESSED THF NEED TO RESTORF ARAB SOLIDARITY, BUT, 

BFYOND THAT LONG=-STANDING GOAL, THFRFE IS CLFARLY A WIDE RANGF 
OF OPINION IN THE ARAB WORLD AS TO WHAT THF SUMMIT SHOULD OR 
SHOULD NOT ACCOMPLISH, 
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